Mock Newbery Booklist
Just Like Jackie, by Lindsay Stoddard
For as long as Robinson Hart can remember, it’s just been her and Grandpa.
He taught her about cars, baseball, and everything else worth knowing. But
Grandpa’s memory has been getting bad—so bad that he sometimes can’t
even remember Robbie’s name.
She’s sure that she’s making things worse by getting in trouble at school, and
now she’s stuck in group guidance—and to make things even worse, her bully
is there too. There’s no way Robbie’s going to open up about her life to some
therapy group, especially not with Alex in the room. Besides, if she told anyone
how forgetful Grandpa’s been getting lately, they’d take her away from him.
He’s the only family she has—and it’s up to her to keep them together, no
matter what.
Rebound, by Kwame Alexander (The Crossover series prequel)
For Charlie Bell, his father’s death alters his relationship with his mother and
causes him to avoid what reminds him of his dad. At first, he’s just withdrawn,
but after he steals from a neighbor, his mother packs a reluctant Charlie off to
his grandparents near Washington, D.C., for the summer. His grandfather
works part-time at a Boys and Girls Club where his cousin Roxie is a star
basketball player and soon he picks up the game.
His time with his grandparents deepens Charlie’s understanding of his father,
and he begins to heal. Charlie is surrounded by a strong supporting cast,
especially two brilliant female characters, his friend CJ and his cousin Roxie, as
well as his feisty and wise granddaddy. Music and cultural references from the
late 1980s add authenticity. The novel in verse is enhanced by Anyabwile’s art,
which reinforces Charlie’s love for comics.
The Mad Wolf's Daughter, by Diane Magras (Maine author)
One dark night, Drest’s life on a remote Scottish headland is shattered when
invading knights capture her family. Her father, the Mad Wolf of the North, and
her beloved brothers are a fearsome war-band, but now Drest is the only one
who can save them.
Hunted by a bandit with a dark link to her family’s past, aided by a witch whom
she rescues from the stake. On her journey, Drest learns that the war-band is
legendary for terrorizing the land. If she frees them, they’ll not hesitate to hurt
the gentle knight who’s become her friend.
Drest thought that all she wanted was her family back; now she has to wonder
what their freedom would really mean. Is she her father’s daughter or is it time
to become her own legend?
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The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle, by Leslie Connor
National Book Award Longlist
Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone knows he
can barely read or write. Mason’s learning disabilities are compounded by grief.
Fifteen months ago, Mason’s best friend, Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in
the Buttle family’s orchard. An investigation drags on, and Mason, honest as
the day is long, can’t understand why Lieutenant Baird won’t believe the story
Mason has told about that day.
Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin Chumsky, are relentlessly bullied by
the other boys in their neighborhood, so they create an underground club
space for themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason finds himself in
trouble again. He’s desperate to figure out what happened to Calvin, and
eventually, Benny. But will anyone believe him?
Amal Unbound, by Aisha Saeed
Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal’s Pakistani village, but she’s busy pursuing
her dream of becoming a teacher one day. Her dreams are temporarily dashed
when she must stay home from school to take care of her siblings. Amal is
upset, but she doesn’t lose hope and finds ways to continue learning. Then the
unimaginable happens–after an accidental run-in with the son of her village’s
corrupt landlord, Amal must work as his family’s servant to pay off her own
family’s debt.
Life at the opulent Khan estate is full of heartbreak and struggle for Amal–
especially when she inadvertently makes an enemy of a girl named Nabila.
Most troubling, though, is Amal’s growing awareness of the Khans’ nefarious
dealings. When it becomes clear just how far they will go to protect their
interests, Amal realizes she will have to find a way to work with others if they
are ever to exact change in a cruel status quo, and if Amal is ever to achieve
her dreams.
The Journey of Little Charlie, by Christopher Paul Curtis
National Book Award Longlist
Twelve-year-old Charlie is down on his luck: His dad just died, the share crops
are dry, and Cap'n Buck, the most fearsome man in Possum Moan, South
Carolina, has come to collect a debt.
Fearing for his life, Charlie strikes a deal with Cap'n Buck and agrees to track
down some folks accused of stealing from the cap'n and his boss. It's not too
bad of a bargain for Charlie, until he comes face-to-face with the fugitives and
discovers their true identities. Torn between his guilty conscience and his
survival instinct, Charlie needs to figure out his next move, and soon. It's only a
matter of time before Cap'n Buck catches on.
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The Night Diary, by Veera Hiranandani
It’s 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been separated into
two countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has created much tension
between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of thousands are killed crossing
borders.
Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn’t know where she
belongs. When Papa decides it’s too dangerous to stay in what is now
Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by train but
later on foot to reach her new home.
But even if her country has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the
possibility of putting herself back together.
The Book of Boy, by Catherine Gilbert Murdoch
Boy has always been relegated to the outskirts of his small village. With a large
hump on his back, a mysterious past, and a tendency to talk to animals, he is
often mocked by others in his town—until the arrival of a shadowy pilgrim
named Secondus. Impressed with Boy’s climbing and jumping abilities,
Secondus engages Boy as his servant, pulling him into an action-packed and
suspensful expedition across Europe to gather the seven precious relics of
Saint Peter.
Boy quickly realizes this journey is not an innocent one. They are stealing the
relics and accumulating dangerous enemies in the process. But Boy is
determined to see this pilgrimage through until the end—for what if St. Peter
can make Boy’s hump go away? A surprising and unforgettable tale for readers
of all ages.
You Go First, by Erin Entrada Kelly (2018 Newbery medal winner)
Twelve-year-old Charlotte Lockard and eleven-year-old Ben Boxer are
separated by more than a thousand miles. On the surface, their lives seem
vastly different—Charlotte lives near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, while Ben is
in the small town of Lanester, Louisiana. Charlotte wants to be a geologist and
keeps a rock collection in her room. Ben is obsessed with Harry Potter,
presidential history, and recycling. But the two have more in common than they
think. They’re both highly gifted. They’re both experiencing family turmoil. And
they both sit alone at lunch.
Over the course of a week, Charlotte and Ben—online friends connected only
by a Scrabble game—will intersect in unexpected ways, as they struggle to
navigate the turmoil of middle school. This engaging story about growing up
and finding your place in the world.
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Breakout, by Kate Messner
Nora Tucker is looking forward to summer vacation in Wolf Creek--two months
of swimming, popsicles, and brushing up on her journalism skills for the school
paper. But when two inmates break out of the town's maximum security prison,
everything changes. Doors are locked, helicopters fly over the woods, and
police patrol the school grounds. Worst of all, everyone is on edge, and fear
brings out the worst in some people Nora has known her whole life. Even if the
inmates are caught, she worries that home might never feel the same.
Told in letters, poems, text messages, news stories, and comics--a series of
documents Nora collects for the Wolf Creek Community Time Capsule Project-Breakout is a thrilling story that will leave readers thinking about who's really
welcome in the places we call home.
Sunny, by Jason Reynolds (#3 in the Track series)
Sunny is just that—sunny. Always ready with a goofy smile and something nice
to say, Sunny is the chillest dude on the Defenders team. But Sunny’s life
hasn’t always been sun beamy-bright. His mother died giving birth to him, and
based on how Sunny’s dad treats him, it’s no wonder Sunny thinks he’s to
blame. It seems the only thing Sunny can do right in his dad’s eyes is win first
place ribbons running the mile. But Sunny doesn’t like running, never has. So
he stops. Right in the middle of a race.
With his relationship with his dad now worse than ever, the last thing Sunny
wants to do is leave his friends behind. But you can’t be on a track team and
not run. So Coach asks Sunny what he wants to do. Sunny’s answer? Dance.
But you also can’t be on a track team and dance. Then, Sunny discovers a
track event that encompasses dance and the discus throw. As Sunny practices
the discus, learning when to let go at just the right time, he’ll let go of
everything that’s been eating him up inside, perhaps just in time.
The Length of a String, by Elissa Brent Weissman
Imani knows exactly what she wants as her big bat mitzvah gift: to find her birth
parents. She loves her family and her Jewish community in Baltimore, but she
has always wondered where she came from, especially since she’s black and
almost everyone she knows is white.
Then her mom’s grandmother–Imani’s great-grandma Anna–passes away, and
Imani discovers an old journal among her books. It’s Anna’s diary from 1941,
the year she was twelve and fled Nazi-occupied Luxembourg alone, sent by her
parents to seek refuge in Brooklyn, New York. Anna’s diary records her journey
to America and her new life with an adoptive family of her own. And as Imani
reads the diary, she begins to see her family, and her place in it, in a whole
new way.

