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Born in New Jersey in 1945, Paul Janeczko was educated at St. Francis 

College, Maine and John Carroll University, Ohio, after which he became 

a teacher, and began publishing his works 

and collections in the mid-1970s. A resident 

of Hebron, Maine, he taught high school 

English for 22 years before becoming a full-

time author in 1990. He is an American 

Library Association Notable Book author, 

has published 50 books (including books 

of poetry, anthologies, teaching guides, fic-

tion, and nonfiction stories), and shares his 

expertise in a series of enlightening and en-

gaging workshops for kids.

Paul said, “Before sixth grade, I wasn’t... much of a reader. My reading 

was limited largely to baseball magazines, the daily sports page—usually 

carefully read over a chocolate egg cream in the local candy store—and 

the backs of baseball cards old and new. I was captivated by those color 

pictures of men wearing five o’clock shadows and baggy pants. Luck-

ily for me, however, I discovered the Hardy Boys. Frank and Joe set me 

straight about the joys of reading.”
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

How does the artwork enhance or complement the poems?

What different images would you draw to bring the poems to life? 

A Solitary Wildgoose – discuss the feeling of being alone or by yourself – when has that felt good, when has it felt sad or been challenging?

Grass – think of other things that come and go – discuss change and transition. What changes in your life?

Stick and Hat – What are sticks and hats used for in the poem?  Think of other uses.

The Cat – Discuss a day in the life of your own pet.

The Death of the Hat – Discuss hats and their uses. Think about all the “hats” around us - like a roof is a hat for a house, a hood is a hat for a sweatshirt, 

a lid is a hat for a pan, etc.

ACTIVITIES

Create a different kind of timeline – what time period would you use and what images or poems would help to illustrate your timeline?

Collect poems that describe YOUR life timeline – what are the highlights (personal or historical) that have happened in your life? Are there poems that you 

could use as examples along the timeline?

Create a poetry anthology about your favorite subject. 

A Birthday Card – Share a special birthday card you’ve received.  Make a card for someone.

Things – Add verses to the poem, going to different places such as the  bedroom, dining room, town, theater, etc. Add your own verses before the final verse.

A Riddle, On the Letter E – Write a riddle about a different letter.

The Eagle – Think of another animal and write about its perspective of the world.

Cobwebs – Make a list of the opposites in the poem and add to the list with your own opposites.

The Death of the Hat
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ONLINE CONNECTIONS

Poet Mary Oliver - “Listening to the 

World.” On Being podcast:

http://www.onbeing.org/program/mary-

oliver-listening-to-the-world/7267

Poetry Theater - Act out poems:

http://www.gigglepoetry.com/poetrythe-

ater.aspx

Video: Asha Christensen recites her poem 

about writer’s block at TEDXKids:

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=rtnEnEqjk0E

Video: What Will Your Verse Be? A scene 

from the movie “Dead Poets Society”:

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=aS1esgRV4Rc

Video: Be Inspired by Poet Ashley Bryan: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UjmyNiEqEbE
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TEXT TO TEXT CONNECTIONS 

Feathers: Poems About Birds, by Eileen Spinelli and Illustrated by Lisa McCue. 

Grades 1 - 3. Out of print. 3 copies available via Maine InterLibrary Loan.

Song of the Water Boatman & Other Pond Poems, by Joyce Sidman & Beckie 

Prange. Grades PreK - 3. 

Poem-Mobiles: Crazy Car Poems, by J. Patrick Lewis and Douglas Florian, Il-

lustrated by Jeremy Holmes. Grades PreK - 3.

Hi, Koo!: A Year of Seasons, by Jon J Muth. Grades PreK - 3.

National Geographic Book of Animal Poetry: 200 Poems with Photographs That 

Squeak, Soar, and Roar! Grades PreK - 3.

Everything is a Poem: The Best of J. Patrick Lewis, by J. Patrick Lewis, Illustrated 

by Maria Cristina Pritelli. Grades 1 - 3.

Out Of The Dust, by Karen Hesse. Grades 3 - 7.

The Poetry Friday Anthology for Middle School (grades 6-8), Common Core 

Edition: Poems for the School Year with Connections to the Common Core 

State Standards (CCSS) for English Language Arts (ELA) by Sylvia Vardell and 

Janet Wong. Grades 6 - 8.

The Red Pencil, by Andrea Davis Pinkney, Illustrated by Shane Evans. Grades 

4 & up.

Soup for Breakfast, Poems and Pictures by Calef Brown. Grades K - 3.
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COMMON CORE STANDARDS

grades k-2
Craft and Structure: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.K.5
Recognize common types of texts (e.g., storybooks, poems).

Craft and Structure: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.1.4
Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses.

Speaking and Listening: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2 
Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information presented orally.

grades 3-5 
Craft and Structure: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5
Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; describe how each successive part builds on 
earlier sections.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.5
Explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose, and refer to the structural elements of poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama (e.g., casts of characters, 
settings, descriptions, dialogue, stage directions) when writing or speaking about a text.

Key Ideas and Details: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem 
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

grades 6-8
Key Ideas and Details: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.5
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.

Craft and Structure: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.7.5
Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.8.4
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
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