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EllEn PottEr was only eleven years old 
when she decided to become a children’s 
book author.

“I remember the exact moment when I 
knew, without a doubt, that I wanted to be 
a writer. I was eleven years old and I was 
in my school library, strolling through the 
aisles, trying to decide what to read next. 
Should it be A Wrinkle in Time? Or may-
be Harriet the Spy. In a flash, I decided 
that the best books in the world were writ-
ten for eleven-year-olds! Sadly, my twelfth 
birthday was just around the corner. So I 

reasoned the only thing to do was to grow up and write books for eleven-year-
olds.” -Ellen Potter

Ellen studied creative writing at Binghamton University and worked a vari-
ety of jobs while writing – she was a dog groomer, construction worker, art 
teacher, and waitress.

Since her epiphany about being a writer, Ellen has authored over a dozen 
books, including: Olivia Kidney, Slob, Spilling Ink (co-authored with Anne 
Mazer), The Humming Room, Piper Green and the Fairy Tree, and others.

Her novel Olivia Kidney was a winner of the Child Magazine “Best Book” 
award and was a “Best Book of the Year” selection for 8 – 12 year-olds by 
Parenting magazine.

She has been a contributor to Cimarron Review, Epoch, The Hudson 
Review, and Seventeen.

She lives in Maine with her family and dogs.
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Why did Piper wear earmuffs to school? Would you have worn them?

Should there be rules about what you wear to school? 

Generally speaking, what is the value of having rules? How do they help? How can they hinder?

What thoughts did Piper have about her new teacher, Arabella?

Piper had several friends in the book. Who are your friends and what are some of their traits?

What parts in the book made you smile or laugh? Why? 

What role did Mrs. Penny Pocket play in the story?

What treasure would you leave in the Fairy Tree?

What good luck came to Piper from the tree?

When was a time you experienced good luck?

Piper Green and the Fairy Tree #1
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Why didn’t Piper eat the perfect strawberry?

Do you believe in luck? Can there be too much good luck?

What was the bad luck that Piper experienced?

What are some famous superstitions in our culture that many people share? Do you know of superstitions 

from other cultures?

How can you make a new student feel welcome?  Have you ever been a new student or a new kid in a 

group?  If yes, explain.

Why did Camilla run from the classroom as Ms. Arabella pulled a wand from the bag?

Piper had to apologize to Camilla. How does it feel when you have had to apologize to someone?

COMMON CORE STANDARDS

Grades 2-3 

Key Ideas and Details: CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.3

Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1

Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the 

basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.9

Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the 

same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series)

Piper Green and the Fairy Tree: Too Much Good Luck #2
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Compare Piper’s morning routine with your own routine.

Make a list of rules that you need to follow in school, home, sports, etc.? Do you 
have some of your own personal rules that you follow?

Make a diorama or picture that illustrates what you think is an important scene from 
the story. Why did you pick that scene?

Read about life in Hawaii and compare it to life on an island in Maine.

Make a list of things that are your favorite color.

Write a description of yourself - both what people can see and what they can’t see.

Design and draw a bedroom that is real or imaginary. Use your favorite color.

Write about a time when you experienced good luck or bad luck.

Write about your superstitions.

Fill a paper bag with four objects that describe your state, island or town.

Piper found Camilla on the beach by a tide pool. Draw and label things found in a 
tide pool.

Draw a picture of Nacho or Yikes.  

Draw an animal you’d like for a school pet. Name it, and write about how you would 
care for it. Invite a veterinarian to your school to speak about animal care.

Write a short article of your own that describes that experience – what would you 
want other readers to know (facts, informational), and what would you want them to 
understand (feelings, impressions, likes / dislikes): 
http://www.maineboats.com/print/issue-133/waterycommute

Research where else in the U.S. or the world, do students use boats as transportation 
to school.

TEXT TO TEXT CONNECTIONS 

Fairy Houses of the Maine Coast, by Maureen Heffernan.

Fairy House Handbook, by Liza Gardner Walsh, Photographs by Amy Whilton.

My Island: Portraits of Maine Island Children, by Patrisha McLean

ONLINE RESOURCES 

25 Of The Most Dangerous And Unusual Journeys To School In The World: 

http://www.boredpanda.com/dangerous-journey-to-school/

One-Room Schoolhouse Center: 

http://oneroomschoolhousecenter.weebly.com/americas-one-rooms.html

Superstitions: old wives tales, folklore, bizarre beliefs, taboos, omens, lucky 

& unlucky things: 

http://www.corsinet.com/trivia/scary.html

Fairy tales: Finding fairy bushes across Northern Ireland: 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-31459851

Piper Green Activities

al
l l

ink
s are clickable!

www.islandreadersandwriters.org
http://www.maineboats.com/print/issue-133/waterycommute
http://www.boredpanda.com/dangerous-journey-to-school/ 
http://oneroomschoolhousecenter.weebly.com/americas-one-rooms.html
http://www.corsinet.com/trivia/scary.html
http://www.bbc.com/news/uk

