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Kathryn Lasky is the 

Newbery Honor author of over 

one hundred fiction and non-

fiction books for children and 

young adults. Her books range 

from critically acclaimed non-

fiction titles such as Beyond 

the Burning Time and True North to the wildly popular Guard-

ians of Ga’hoole fantasy series about owls. She loves owls and 

researching their behavior and natural history. Luckily Lasky lives 

quite close to Harvard University and the department of ornithol-

ogy. She consulted with the scientists there frequently. 

After graduating college, Lasky wrote for magazines and worked 

as a teacher.  Her first book, I Have Four Names for My Grandfa-

ther, was published while she was teaching.  When doing research 

for a book, Lasky usually begins in the children’s room of the pub-

lic library.  “I love doing research,” Lasky says.  “It’s really fun.  It’s 

like a treasure hunt.” There is no difference whether she is writ-

ing about a fictional character, such as in The Journal of Augustus 

Pelletier: The Lewis and Clark Expedition, 1804, for the My Name is 

America series, or a real character, such as in Elizabeth I: Red Rose 

of the House of Tudor, England, 1544, for the Royal Diaries series. 

Otulissa tells the never-before-known tales of characters in 

the world of Ga’Hoole. Learn of Fritha’s secret identity, the 

treachery and hearache that once befell the Plonk sisters, the 

family tales that Cleve has long held close to his heart, and 

much more.

The Capture: When Soren is pushed from his family’s 

nest, he is captured by agents from a mysterious school 

for orphaned owls, St. Aggie’s. Soren quickly discovers 

that there is more to St. Auggie’s that meets the eye.

Guardians of Ga’Hoole

* reproduced from Kathryn Lasky’s website, http://www.kathrynlasky.com/KK/Books.html * reproduced from Scholastic’s website, http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/contributor/kathryn-lasky
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Guardians of Ga’HooleDiscussion Questions

1.  Compare and contrast Soren and Kludd.  

2.  How are legends and ceremonies important to the owls? How are they impor-
tant to us? How do the stories of the Guardians sustain Soren and his friends 
throughout the book?

3.  Why do you think Kathryn Lasky chose owls as the main characters?  Can you 
think of any other animals that would have been equally as engaging?  Tell why.

4.  Describe a time when you were lost or separated from your family or friends 
and explain what happened, especially how you felt.  Were you at all like Soren?

5.  Owls talk a lot about gizzards and the feeling that they get there.  What part 
of our body might do the same thing for us? Describe a situation when you felt 
something like what Soren feels in his gizzard.

6.  When Soren is stuck on the ground, he feels like he is in a scary, foreign world.  
Write a short piece about being stuck up a tree that addresses the same chal-
lenges and feelings that Soren goes through.

7.  If you were Soren and were captured, but couldn’t fly away, what would be your 
plan for escape? Would you try to get help from those around you or do it on your 
own?

8.  If you could be any owl, which would you be? Why?

9.  What do you think happened to Soren’s parents and do you think they’ll be in 
future books?

10.  How does Soren appear to be different from all the other owlets at St. Aego-
lius?  Why are these qualities so important to a hero in a story?

11.  Describe the settings of St. Aegolius and the mood it creates in the story. How 
does this mood impact the story and what words does the author use to impact 
the mood? Contrast it to other settings in the story.

12.  The friendship between Soren and Gylphie sustains them throughout the 
course of the story.  Find examples of how the two of them were more powerful 
together than alone.

13.  Several owls die during the course of the story. How do you feel about char-
acters in books dying? Would the story be the same if no one had died? Why or 
why not?

14.  Knowing that The Capture is one of a series of books, how 
does the author introduce things or create interest without 
giving the whole story away? What makes you want to 
come back for more at the end of this book?

15.  Which character are you most like and why?

16.  Often times a hero’s journey is with a group 
of friends or supporters. Who has helped So-
ren along the way and what has been sacrificed? 
Describe other stories in which the hero has help 
from friends, family or supporters to complete a 
task.

17.  Even in serious books, humor is important. Share 
your favorite funny scenes from the story and tell how 
they influenced the plot and your enjoyment of the book.
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Guardians of Ga’Hoole
Activities

1. The owls at St. Aegolius use moon blinking and other 

techniques to control the owlets. Do historical research to 

find other examples of using brainwashing to control people 

and make comparisons to the book.

2. Choose two (or more) owls from the story to research 

and compare and contrast. Include details about habitat 

and range, food sources, size, specialized adaptations, etc.

3. Spend a day or class period during which no questions 

may be asked. How are you going to find out what you need 

to know? How does not being able to ask questions change 

the way you do things?

4. What are the rules at St. Aegolius? If you created a new 

society, what might your rules be and how would they be dif-

ferent from the ones at St. Aegolius?

5. Many books have the theme of good versus evil. Make a 

T-chart of protagonists (good characters) from books and 

their antagonist (evil characters). Why is this theme such an 

important one in literature?

6. Research feathers. What are the types and purpose for 

each? Are there feathers and characteristics specific to owls 

or certain owl species?

7. Make a book with a page for every major character in The 

Capture. List the details from the text about each owl, sepa-

rating the true facts from the fictional ones.

8. Guardians of Ga’hoole was made into a popular movie. 

Screenplays are adaptations of the book and the writers 

have to decide what to take out and what to leave.  Write 

your own screenplay or storyboard of The Capture where you 

get to decide what scenes should be in the movie.

9. Watch the movie and compare and contrast it to the book.  

Write an opinion piece about which you liked better and why.

10. The owls talk about believing. Imagine what it must feel 

like to fly. Write a poem about learning to fly and illustrate it.

11. Paint or draw a picture of one of the owls from the story.  

Try to show their personality through your artwork.
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Guardians of Ga’Hoole

Links for Kathryn Lasky:

Kathryn Lasky: http://www.kathrynlasky.com/KK/Home.html

Scholastic: http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/contributor/kathryn-lasky

Houghton Mifflin Reading: http://www.eduplace.com/kids/hmr/mtai/lasky.html

The Owl Fantasy Forum: http://www.owlpages.info/fantasy/viewtopic.php?t=910

Links about Owls:

The Owl Page: http://www.owlpages.com

Owling: http://owling.com

Think Quest: http://www.thinkquest.org/pls/html/f?p=52300:30:39028938643600
33::::P30_CATEGORY_ID:CPJ_OWLS

Owl Cam: http://www.owlcam.com

National Geographic: http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/
great-horned-owl/?source=A-to-Z

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=55SSd5MUKus

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yps7pgq1TAk

National Geographic Video: http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/ani-
mals/birds-animals/birds-of-prey/owl_snowy/

Maine Birding: http://www.mainebirding.net

Lasky Links
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