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When Cynthia Lord  sat down to 

write her first children’s book, she knew 

it would be a middle-grade novel. As she 

recalls, “I grew up next to a lake in New 

Hampshire and I remember being ten 

years old, lying on our pier, listening 

to the seagulls calling, and daydreaming 

about Borrowers and Chocolate Factories 

and Secret Gardens.”

Cynthia Lord is the author of a host of award-winning books. These include A 

Handful of Stars (2015); Half a Chance (2014), Junior Library Guild Selec-

tion and Book Page Top Pick in Children’s Books; Touch Blue (2012), winner 

of the 2011 Lupine Award, Maine Library Association; and many others.
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“HOT ROD HAMSTER”teacher guide

 http://www.cynthialord.com/pdf/hrh-teachers-guide.pdf

ACTIVITIES

Rhyming words/ descriptive words: Beanbag Rhyme Game 

   Let’s Play

 1. The teacher (holding the beanbag) says a word (e.g., cat). 

 2. The teacher then passes the beanbag to a student. That child 

is to think of a word that rhymes with cat, say the new word aloud, and 

then pass the beanbag to another student. 

 3. The game continues until the children can think of no more 

rhyming words. 

 4. The student who is holding the beanbag at that point begins 

the game with a new word. 

Make a Race Track 

   Make a race track out of paper to go around the walls of your class-

room, decorate it with cars and quotes from the book.

Hot Rod Hamster

Hot Rod Hamster Monster Truck Mania! 

by Cynthia Lord 

& illustrated by Derek Anderson

The Hamster Handbook

by Patricia Bartlett

Happy Birthday Hamster

 by Cynthia Lord 

& illustrated by Derek Anderson

Happy Birthday Hamster and the Wacky 

Whatever Race! by Cynthia Lord 

& illustrated by Derek Anderson
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