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MATT MYERS’S career as a children’s book illustrator began in 2011 
with two starred reviews: Publisher’s Weekly, which named him a Flying 
Start, and Kirkus, which said: “Myers’ oil paintings truly amaze.” Since 
then he has illustrated over twenty books, including the New York Times 
bestseller Battle Bunny, and The Infamous Ratsos, a Theodor Seuss Geisel 
honor book. 

Rather than adapting each book to his own style, Myers prefers to adapt 
his art to best fit each story he illustrates. 

His debut as a writer, Hum and Swish, earned starred reviews from Book-
Page, and Publishers Weekly, which said: 

“The rush of water, and the smell of sea salt mingled 
with sunscreen, seems to emanate from every page.”

Myers lives and works in Charlotte, North Carolina. He loves visiting 
Maine’s downeast coast where his wife’s family lives.

You can see his illustrations and fine art at myerspaints.com.

Links to videos about the making of Battle Bunny and Hum and Swish:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w5tcduZJQx0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i50JwwmhFdg
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http://www.myerspaints.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5tcduZJQx0 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I50jWwMHFDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5tcduZJQx0
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LET’S TALK

1. How would you describe Jamie to someone who has never met her? What words would you use to describe her?

2. Have you ever been so involved in a project that you felt like you did not want to talk to people or answer questions about your work? What were you work-

ing on at the time? 

3. The following quote comes from the book: “Jamie and the sea and the woman are friends.” Do you think it is true? 

4. What do you think the author means when he says, “The sea tells stories but it doesn’t ask questions?”

5. On the second to last page where you see Jamie’s entire finished creation count how many items she used that came from nature and how many were 

manmade.

6. Were you surprised by the woman’s painting on the last page? Why or why not?

LET’S CREATE
1. Mix up this sand dough recipe and make your own creation: https://theimaginationtree.com/sand-clay-recipe-and-handprint-keepsakes/

2. Make a painting with water colors or tempura paint and add sand to your masterpiece. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0Ziww2oZhc

3. Watch this video, see if you can make your own sand paintings on a light box. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k43xQ7vFmtQ

4. Let children explore and create with all sorts of shells. https://www.marthastewart.com/275561/shell-craFts

5. Think of the words, “hum” and “swish”. Look them up in a dictionary. What do the words mean? Are they the same or different? Try humming a song all 

the way through.

Matt Meyers
al

l l
ink

s are clickable!

https://theimaginationtree.com/sand-clay-recipe-and-handprint-keepsakes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0ziWW2ozhc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k43xQ7VfmTQ
https://www.marthastewart.com/275561/shell-crafts
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READ MORE 

Battle Bunny by by Jon Scieszka (Author), Mac Barnett (Author), Matt 

Myers (Illustrator). 

Rules of the House, by Mac Barnett (Author), Matt Myers (Illustrator).

Flotsam by David Wiesner (Author). 

The Infamous Ratsos, by Kara LaReau (Author), Matt Myers (Illustrator).

Beach, by Elisha Cooper (Author).

Wave, by Suzy Lee (Author).

OTHER
Just for fun: Snail whispering

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82agQogmvpm

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=82aGqOGmvPM

