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Getting Started:

BEFORE reading the book!
Use the Visual Thinking Strategy (VTS) questions below to engage and orient readers 

and to help guide a group discussion. Begin by taking a quiet moment to look closely at 

the book jacket allowing time for observation and contemplation of the images. 

(IRW can provide a facilitated discussion if you’d like. Please contact ALISON JOHNSON via email or at: 207-460-6828.)

• What is going on in this picture? 

• What do you see that makes you 

say that? (provide evidence)

• What more can we find? (go 

deeper)

If virtual, ask your students to summarize, 
(or you paraphrase if synchronous), their 
ideas in short notes in a Google Doc or oth-
er format (Padlet, etc.) Build on the group 
ideas and communal knowledge during 
your discussion. 

What words and phrases are used by stu-
dents? 

What details are noticed to convey ideas?

ELA Standards: 
• Speaking and Listening – Comprehension & 

Collaboration (5th-8th)
• Language – Conventions of Standard English 

(5th-8th)
• Writing – Text Types & Purposes (5th)

*For more information on VTS go to:

WWW.VTSHOME.ORG.

http://www.islandreadersandwriters.org
mailto:ajohnson%40islandreadersandwriters.org?subject=
http://www.vtshome.org


Gary D. Schmidt is the best-selling author of many books for 

young readers, including the Newbery Honor and Printz Honor 

book Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy and the Newbery 

Honor book The Wednesday Wars. He is a professor of English 

at Calvin University in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

HTTPS://WWW.HMHBOOKS.COM/AUTHOR/GARY-SCHMIDT/2230485

hungry for more?
Try reading some of Gary’s other work and complete an author study.  An author study is an 

opportunity to delve deeply into an author’s life and work, explore themes, characters, and 

writing style.

Use these prompts to get you started:

• What are Gary’s themes? (Ideas that recur throughout the story)

• How does he develop his characters?

• From what you know about the author, can you find any connections to his life?

• Do you identify with any of his characters? Why? Why not?

ELA Standards: 
• Reading Literature: Key Ideas & Details (5th-8th), 
• Craft and Structure (5th-8th)
• Writing: Research to Build & Present Knowledge (5th-8th)

Pay attention Carter Jones
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Let’s taLk
Read the first chapter carefully and consider 

the descriptions used that help us learn about 

the characters in this story. 

1. Who is the narrator and what do we learn 

about him/her? 

2. How many characters are introduced in this 

chapter?

3. What key details do we learn about the setting?

4. How do you think you would feel if a Butler 

suddenly showed up at your doorstep?

5. Using your imagination, draw a picture in 

the space below of what a Butler showing up 

on your doorstep might look like? What would 

be the first thing you would say to him or her? 

What words would you use to describe your 

Butler? What words did Gary use to describe 

the Butler in the story? Make a list of those 

words next to your version of the Butler.

ELA Standards: 
• Reading and Literature: Key Ideas & Details (5th-8th)
• Craft and Structure (5th-8th)
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ChaLLenge
Why do you think the author used terms from cricket to head each chapter? Can you 

use what you know about your favorite sport to replace the chapter headings? Team 

up with a classmate and make your new list. Compare with others.

ELA Standards: 
• Reading Literature: Craft & Structure (5th-8th)
• Writing: Text Types & Purposes (5th-8th)

Chatting it up
Working in with a classmate talk through at least 3 of the questions below. Take turns jotting 

down your responses. Go deeper by asking each other “What did you read or hear that made 

you say that?” 

1. The very first day, the Butler says to each child as he drops them off at school, “Make good 

decisions and remember who you are.” What do you think he means by that? P. 13-14

2. The Butler says to Carter, “Isn’t it fortunate that habits may be changed with discipline.” He is 

referring to walking and cleaning up after the dog but does this ring true in any other parts of 

the story? Do you think Carter changes? P. 21

3. Why do you think the Butler lets Carter drive the eggplant? 

Chapter 6

4. How does Carter’s relationship to his father’s hat, goggles and 

photograph change over the course of the book? Why do you 

think the Butler wants him to write about these objects? P. 33

5. In chapter 11 the Butler asks Carter how he liked the Turner 

exhibition and he replies, “He doesn’t look like he’s following the 

rules, and like he wants to tell us that everything has to leave us 

some time or another.” Why do you think he says this? Why do these paintings make him want 

to hold the marble in his pocket tighter? P. 81

6. In chapter 21 Annie asks Carter if the reason their father is not coming back is because of 

something they did? Carter answers, “Not something you did.” What do you think he means by 

that? Does he blame someone else? P. 155

7. Chapter 28’s heading is “Milestones”, read the passage in italics below the title and think 

about how does it applies to the story? What is the author saying with this line, “Accomplish-

ment of all stripes, in cricket as in life, is worthy of honor.”? p. 207

ELA Standards: 
• Reading Literature: Key Ideas & Details (5th-8th)
• Craft & Structure (5th-8th)
• Speaking & Listening: Comprehension & Collaboration (5th-8th)           
• Presentation of Knowledge & Ideas (5th-8th)
• Language: Conventions of Standard English (5th-8th)
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Let’s Create

1. Carter has to write a one paragraph description 

of his room “that would show Mrs. Harknet some-

thing about myself not by direct statement but by 

connotation.” P. 31 Try this for yourself. Pick some 

of your possessions, things in your own room, what 

do they say about you? Write a paragraph and find 

or draw images to create a collage frame around 

your writing.

2. Plan your own imaginary trip to the Blue Moun-

tains of Australia. Which section will you choose for 

your trip, what will you need for equipment, food, 

clothing, camping gear, how long will you stay and 

what activities will you be able to do in that amount of time? Make a list and plan your itiner-

ary (schedule). Include a map of the places you will visit.

Check out this site from Australia’s national Parks to get started!

HTTPS://WWW.NATIONALPARKS.NSW.GOV.AU/VISIT-A-PARK/PARKS/BLUE-MOUNTAINS-NATIONAL-PARK

3. Research snakes of Australia. How many are there? How many are poisonous? What should 

you do if you or someone with you gets bitten by a poisonous snake? This section of the Na-

tional Park site will help but research other sites as well. Write a report as if you are a journalist 

doing a feature article for the local newspaper. Include drawings or images.

HTTPS://BLOG.NATIONALPARKS.NSW.GOV.AU/LEECHES-TICKS-SNAKES-AND-SPIDERS/

4. Learn to play cricket! 

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=HEBOL09ACWW

HTTPS://WWW.LIVEABOUT.COM/BEGINNERS-GUIDE-TO-WATCHING-CRICKET-962034

ELA Standards: 
• Reading Literature: Key Ideas & Details (5th-8th)
• Craft & Structure (5th-8th)
• Speaking & Listening: Comprehension & Collaboration (5th-8th),            
• Presentation of Knowledge & Ideas (5th-8th)
•  Language: Conventions of Standard English (5th-8th)
• Writing: Text Types & Purposes (5th-8th)
• Research to Build & Present Knowledge

Pay attention Carter Jones
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make your favorite CharaCter trading Cards:
1. Pick a favorite character from Pay Attention, Carter Jones. 

2. Create a Favorite Character Cricket (Baseball) Trading Card. 

Please include the following information on your card: 

• Character Name

• Drawing of the character

• Personal Connection-Why do you like this character? Did you relate to them? Who did they remind 

you of and why? 

         

Please pick at least TWO of the following as additional information on the card

ELA Standards: 
• Reading Literature: Key Ideas & Details (5th-8th), Craft & Structure (5th-8th)
• Writing: Text Types & Purposes (5th-8th), Research to Build & Present Knowledge

Island Readers & Writers | P.O. Box 227 Mount Desert, ME 04660
 207- 244-5111  |  www.islandreadersandwriters.org

Pay attention Carter Jones

A. Description 

1. Appearance: What does this character look like? 

2. Personality: How does this character act? Funny? Shy? 

Determined? 

B. Insights

1. Thoughts: What’s on the character’s mind?

2. Feelings: What emotions are the character experiencing? 

C. Development 

1. Problem: What is the character’s problem/challenge in the 

beginning? 

2. Goal: What does the character want to happen by the end? 

3. Outcome: Do they succeed? What happens as a result? 

D. Memorable Interactions:

1. Quote: What is a memorable statement the character makes? 

2. Action: What was something the character did that caught 

your attention?

3. Interaction: How did the character get along with others? 
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