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John DaviD anDerson is an award-winning author of 

young adult/ middle-grade fiction.  He has written numerous 

middle-grade novels including “Ms. Bixby’s Last Day,” “Posted” 

and “Granted,” to name a few. As a kid, he wanted to be a sto-

ryteller of some kind so he created fantasy worlds in his head 

where he liked to escape, imagining himself as a sword-wield-

ing, laser blasting protagonist.    

He fell in love with writing in high school when he wrote his first 

book, which was never was published. He continued his schooling at 

Indiana University and then the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. He 

published his first book at age 30.   

His advice to those who want to be writers is:

“One of the best parts of being a writer is going to work in your PJs,” he says. He loves visiting schools, 

talking to young writers and signing books. Dave’s favorite moment in writing is the first day of a new 

novel when he types the first sentence!

Dave lives in Indianapolis, Indiana, with his wife Alithea and their twins, Isabella and Nick. He loves 

spending time with his family, playing the piano and ukulele, eating chocolate and avoiding the dishes.  

He makes and plays board games, collects Legos and is learning to throw knives!

Read an interview with Dave: http://thehidingspot.blogspot.com/2017/04/InterviewJohnDavidAnderson.html

Dave’s website: http://www.johndavidanderson.org

Publisher’s teaching guide: https://b0f646cfbd7462424f7a-f9758a43fb7c33cc8adda0fd36101899.ssl.

cf2.rackcdn.com/teaching-guides/TG-9780062338204.pdf

+ You’ll never be perfect.

+ Don’t sweat it.

+ Learn your craft.

+ Try new things. 

+ Don’t get discouraged enough that you quit, just work harder.

+ Love writing more than anything else you do.
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Let’s taLk about It

. “Posted” is all about how words matter and even the title is a play on words. The story includes the well-

known, sticky-backed Post-it Notes and the motif of “sticking” re-emerges throughout the book. How many 

references can you find to “sticky” things? Why do you think it’s important to the story?

. On page 49 the author writes, “It was in that moment. That terrible, blood-freezing, ashy-mouthed 

moment when you suddenly realize that sixty eyeballs are fixed on you, deciding what to do about you, 

where you fit in.” What did the author do to make the reader understand the sentiment described?

. “Posted” talks about the importance of finding your tribe. Do you think you chose your tribe or do they 

choose you? Or do they just happen? 

. RSP is the acronym for, Render Safe Procedures that “crazy uncle Mike” talks about. (page 102) Middle 

school seems to have lots of hazards. Develop some acronyms for the hazards you see in middle school.

. When Frost’s mother decides she “can’t do this anymore,” he says, “The absence of something isn’t remark-

able.” (pages 213-214) He’s technically referring to the new moon. What else might he have been referring 

to? Can you state an example of when the absence of something might be remarkable?

. The author describes Frost’s perceptions of when his parents are finally agreeing to split. (page 214) “Even 

that sound, the metal on porcelain, was startling, like the clang of a church bell.” People often remember 

sounds and smells from specific moments in their lives. Do you have smells or sounds that evoke certain 

memories?

Life is a gift, 

don’t mistake 

it, don’t doubt 

it, just love it.

        – John
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L e t ’ s  C r ea t eCHALLENGE: After word gets out about Wolf being bullied, the students plaster his locker with positive 
messages on Post-it Notes. Decorate the walls of your school with Post-it Notes that have positive mes-
sages. Encourage students, teachers, parents and community to join in. 

Another way to do this is to write messages on a paper chain and hang it in your entryway.
Or, write all the reasons that you liked “Posted” and create a welcome wall for the author.BOOK TRAILER: Together with a few friends, make a book trailer for “Posted.” Can you come up with a 

good “hook” to get other kids to want to read it? Which scene might make a good re-enactment scene?CREATE PIXELATED ©POST-IT ART: https://www.digitalmediaacademy.org/2013/11/22/dma-how-to-create-pixel-art-with-post-it-notes/POETRY: These poets are mentioned in “Posted”: Robert Frost, William Shakespeare, Shel Silverstein, Dr. Seuss, and Jack Prelutsky. Find a poem you like by one of these poets and read it three times. Answer the same ques-tion Frost answered, “How does it make you feel?” Rewrite it and illustrate your feelings using colored pencils or paints.

ORIGAMI: Rose is an “Origamist.” Make an origami fish using these instructions
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You do you no 

matter what 

someone tells 

you.

– DeLILah
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It’s harder to 
feel low with 
your head held 
high
        – VIC
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