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In the Shadow of the Sun

Written by Anne Sibley O'Brien

Anne Sibley O’Brien is a children’s book creator who has illustrated thirty-two 
picture books, including Jamaica's Find and six other Jamaica titles by 
Juanita Havill. She is the author of fourteen books, including the graphic 
novel retelling of The Legend of Hong Kil Dong: The Robin Hood of Korea. 
One recent title she wrote and illustrated - I'm New Here, a picture book 
about three immigrant children - was named to Kirkus Review's "Best Books 
of 2015." Her timely first novel, In the Shadow of the Sun, published in June 
2017, is a political escape thriller set in North Korea, and is the first fictional 
representation for young readers of the contemporary DPRK. -from her 
website, annesibleyobrien.com

Anne is one of the visionaries 
behind I'm Your Neighbor, a 
project "which promotes the use 
of children's literature featuring 
'new arrival' cultures and groups 
to engage the entire community 
in a discussion of commonalities 
and differences." 
http://www. 
imyourneighborbooks.org

Coloring Between the Lines 
(Anne's blog): reflections on 
race, culture and children's 
books: http://www. 
coloringbetweenthelines.com

Ask Annie!

What is one of your favorite children's books? 
Tatsinda by Elizabeth Enright

Name a place that is special to your heart. 
Actually, two places are special: an island off the coast of South Korea, 
called Geojedo, where I lived when I was a teenager and young adult, 
and an island off the coast of Portland, called Peaks, where I live now.

Why do you love living in Maine? 
Quiet (especially on Peaks!), beauty, the ocean, all of which help me 
focus on my work – and lots of people who are beloved to me.

A selection of books Anne has authored and/or illustrated:
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In the Shadow of the Sun

Let's Talk! [CCSS: SL.1]

Before Reading:
1. What do you know about North Korea?
2. What are the differences between North and South Korea?
3. What have you heard about North Korea in the news lately?

After Reading:
1. What do you now know about North Korea that you didn't know before reading the book?
2. How are North Korea and South Korea different, and how are they the same? What about the United States and North Korea - similarities? differences?
3. What is totalitarianism and how does it affect individuals (citizens and non-citizens) within a totalitarian nation?
4. Did reading this book change you in any way? How did this book affect you personally?

Let's Create!

1. Six-word portraits and self-portraits: Draw portraits of some characters from In the Shadow of the Sun, and carefully choose only six words to 
create a mini-biography. Then, draw a portrait of yourself, and finish it with six words about yourself, thus creating a mini-memoir.
2. Create a Literary 3x3 for the book: https://www.haikudeck.com/literary-3x3-education-presentation-fyHsn6sa6t [CCSS: RL.1]
3. Visually summarize the story by creating a storyboard. Using anywhere from six to 24 panels, break down the story into its major plot points, and 
illustrate them. http://www.storyboardthat.com
4. Write up a pack list of items you would bring with you on a harrowing trek through the North Korean countryside. Based on Mia and Simon's 
experiences, what would be some of the most important supplies to have?
5. Make a 3D map of North Korea and plot Mia and Simon's journey to the Chinese border. http://www.3dgeography.co.uk/making-3d-maps
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Let's Learn More!

1. intheshadowofthesunbook.com
Anne introduces her book via video in English and Korean. Listen to the 
beginning of the audiobook, check out Anne's photos from her non-trip to 
North Korea, read detailed notes and blog entries on her journey through 
writing the book, and learn from Anne how to use children's books to 
explore Korean culture and identity.

2. A Brief History of North Korea: lesson plan, with video, articles, 
discussion questions, etc.: https://ww2.kqed.org/lowdown/wp-content/
uploads/sites/26/2017/04/North-Korea-in-Context-lesson-plan1.pdf

3. North Korea's official website - How does the website's descriptions of 
"Foreign Relations" and "Rights of Citizens" differ from news reports and 
descriptions within In The Shadow of the Sun or from what is reported in 
the news? http://www.korea-dpr.com/

4. Total Control in North Korea (has Guided Reading Mode, with 
assessment and discussion): https://www.commonlit.org/texts/total-
control-in-north-korea

5. View photos from the space station to see how, at night, North Korea 
looks vastly different from surrounding countries: http://
news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2014/02/140226-north-korea-
satellite-photos-darkness-energy/

Let's Read More! [CCSS: RL.10]

Other Anne Sibley O'Brien books: I'm New Here, A Path of Stars, After 
Gandhi: One Hundred Years of Nonviolent Resistance (with Perry Edmond 
O'Brien), The Legend of Hong Kil Dong, etc.

The Bradt Travel Guide, North Korea (2003, 2007, and 2014 editions): The 
guidebook Mia used during their adventure

Every Falling Star: The True Story of How I Survived and Escaped North 
Korea, by Sungju Lee and Susan Elizabeth McClelland: a memoir of a 
twelve-year-old boy's life on the streets. Grades 6 - 9

The Long Season of Rain, by Helen S. Kim. A novel from 1960's Seoul 
(South Korea) that explores societal restrictions, family, and friendship. 
Grades 6 & up.

A Single Shard, by Linda Sue Park: Newbery Medal winner set in 12th-
century Korea about a 13-year-old orphan with big dreams. Grades 5 - 8.
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