
Because of the Rabbit by Cynthia Lord 
On the last night of summer, Emma tags along with her game warden father on
a routine call. They're supposed to rescue a wild rabbit from a picket fence, but
instead they find a little bunny. Emma convinces her father to bring him home
for the night.The next day, Emma starts public school for the very first time after
years of being homeschooled. More than anything, Emma wants to make a best
friend in school.But things don't go as planned. On the first day of school, she's
paired with a boy named Jack for a project. He can't stay on topic, he speaks
out of turn, and he's obsessed with animals. Jack doesn't fit in, and Emma's
worried he'll make her stand out.Emma and Jack bond over her rescue rabbit.
But will their new friendship keep Emma from finding the new best friend she's
meant to have? 

The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman
Life is harsh in Chennai's teeming streets, so when runaway sisters Viji and Rukku
arrive, their prospects look grim. Very quickly, eleven-year-old Viji discovers how
vulnerable they are in this uncaring, dangerous world. Fortunately, the girls find
shelter--and friendship--on an abandoned bridge. With two homeless boys, Muthi
and Arul, the group forms a family of sorts. And while making a living scavenging
the city's trash heaps is the pits, the kids find plenty to laugh about and take pride in
too. After all, they are now the bosses of themselves and no longer dependent on
untrustworthy adults. But when illness strikes, Viji must decide whether to risk
seeking help from strangers or to keep holding on to their fragile, hard-fought
freedom.
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A Drop of Hope by Keith Calabrese
Times are tough. Jobs are scarce and miracles are in short supply. But something
strange is happening in Cliffs Donnelly, Ohio. An old well has suddenly,
impossibly, begun to grant wishes. And three sixth graders are the only ones who
know why.Ernest Wilmette believes a good deed makes magic happen. Ryan
Hardy thinks they should just mind their own business. Lizzy MacComber believes
in facts, not fairy tales. Of course, you don't have to believe in wishes to make
one.As more wishes are made, the well's true secret gets harder and harder to
keep. Ernest, Ryan, and Lizzy know they can't fix the world. But in their own little
corner of it, they can give everyone a little hope... one wish at a time.

Enemy Child by Andrea Warren (nonfiction)
IIt's 1941 and 10-year-old Norman Mineta is a carefree 4th grader in
San Jose, California, who loves baseball, hot dogs, and Cub Scouts.
But when Japanese forces attack Pearl Harbor, Norm's world is turned
upside down. One by one, things that he and his Japanese American
family took for granted are taken away. In a matter of months they are
forced by the government to move to internment camps, leaving
everything they have known behind. 



Far Away by Lisa Graff
CJ's Aunt Nic is a psychic medium who tours the country speaking to spirits
from Far Away, passing on messages from the dearly departed. And CJ knows
firsthand how comforting those messages can be -- Aunt Nic's Gift is the only
way CJ can talk to her mom, who died just hours after she was born.So when
CJ learns that she won't be able to speak to her mother anymore, even with
Aunt Nic's help, she's determined to find a work-around. She sets off on road
trip with her new friend Jax to locate the one object that she believes will tether
her mother's spirit back to Earth . . . but what she finds along the way
challenges every truth she's ever known. Ultimately, CJ has to sort out the
reality from the lies.

How High the Moon by Karyn Parsons
In the small town of Alcolu, South Carolina, in 1944, 12-year-old Ella spends her
days fishing and running around with her best friend Henry and cousin Myrna. But
life is not always so sunny for Ella, who gets bullied for her light skin tone, and
whose mother is away pursuing a jazz singer dream in Boston.So Ella is ecstatic
when her mother invites her to visit for Christmas. Little does she expect the truths
she will discover about her mother, the father she never knew and her family's most
unlikely history.And after a life-changing month, she returns South and is shocked
by the news that her schoolmate George has been arrested for the murder of two
local white girls.
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Just South of Home by Karen Strong
Twelve-year-old Sarah is finally in charge. At last, she can spend her summer
months reading her favorite science books and bossing around her younger brother,
Ellis, instead of being worked to the bone by their overly strict grandmother, Mrs.
Greene. But when their cousin, Janie arrives for a visit, Sarah’s plans are completely
squashed.Janie has a knack for getting into trouble and asks Sarah to take her to
Creek Church: a landmark of their small town that she heard was haunted. It’s also
off-limits. Janie’s sticky fingers lead Sarah, Ellis and his best friend, Jasper, to
uncover a deep-seated part of the town’s past. With a bit of luck, this foursome will
heal the place they call home and the people within it they call family.

The Line Tender by Kate Allen
Wherever the sharks led, Lucy Everhart's marine-biologist mother was sure to follow.
In fact, she was on a boat far off the coast of Massachusetts, collecting shark data
when she died suddenly. Since then Lucy and her father have kept their heads
above water--thanks in large part to a few close friends and neighbors. But June of
her 12th summer brings more than the end of school and a heat wave. One day, the
tide brings a great white--and then another tragedy, cutting short a friendship
everyone insists was "meaningful" but no one can tell Lucy what it all meant. To
survive the fresh wave of grief, Lucy must grab the line that connects her depressed
father, a stubborn fisherman, and a curious old widower to her mother's unfinished
research on the Great White's return to Cape Cod. If Lucy can find a way to help the
group follow the sharks her mother loved, she'll finally be able to look beyond what
she's lost and toward what's left to be discovered.



Right as Rain by Lindsay Stoddard
It’s been almost a year since Rain’s brother Guthrie died, and her parents still
don’t know it was all Rain’s fault. In fact, no one does—Rain buried her secret
deep, no matter how heavy it weighs on her heart.So when her mom suggests
moving the family from Vermont to New York City, Rain agrees. But life in the
big city is different. She’s never seen so many people in one place—or felt
more like an outsider.With her parents fighting more than ever and the
anniversary of Guthrie’s death approaching, Rain is determined to keep her
big secret close to her heart. But even she knows that when you bury things
deep, they grow up twice as tall.

Ruby in the Sky by Jeanne Zulick Ferruolo
Twelve-year-old Ruby Moon Hayes does not want her new classmates to ask
about her father and she definitely does not want to make any friends. Ruby just
wants to stay as silent and invisible as a new moon in the frozen sky. She and her
mother won’t be staying long in Vermont anyway, and then things can go back to
the way they were, but keeping to herself isn’t easy when Ahmad Saleem, a
Syrian refugee, decides he’s her new best friend. Or when she meets “the Bird
Lady" who lives in a ramshackle shed near Ruby’s house. Before long Ahmad
and Abigail have become Ruby’s friends―and she realizes there is more to their
stories than everyone knows.Abs ugly rumors begin to swirl around the people
Ruby loves, she must make a choice: break her silence, or risk losing everything
that’s come to mean so much to her.
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Sweeping Up the Heart by Kevin Henkes
Amelia Albright dreams about going to Florida for spring break like
everyone else in her class, but her father—a cranky and stubborn English
professor—has decided Florida is too much adventure.Now Amelia is stuck
at home with him and her babysitter, the beloved Mrs. O’Brien. The week
ahead promises to be boring, until Amelia meets Casey at her
neighborhood art studio. Amelia has never been friends with a boy before,
and the experience is both fraught and thrilling. When Casey claims to see
the spirit of Amelia’s mother (who died ten years before), the pair embarks
on an altogether different journey in their attempt to find her.

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart
Five years.That's how long Coyote and her dad, Rodeo, have lived on the road in an
old school bus, criss-crossing the nation. It's also how long ago Coyote lost her mom
and two sisters in a car crash. Coyote hasn’t been home in all that time, but when she
learns that the park in her old neighborhood is being demolished, she devises an
elaborate plan to get her dad to drive back to Washington state in four days. Along the
way, they'll pick up a strange crew of misfit travelers. Over the course of thousands of
miles, Coyote will learn that going home can sometimes be the hardest journey of
all...but that with friends by her side, she just might be able to turn her “once upon a
time” into a “happily ever after.”



To Night Owl, from Dogfish 
by Holly Goldberg Sloan \and Meg Wolitzer
Avery Bloom, who's bookish, intense, and afraid of many things, particularly
deep water, lives in New York City. Bett Devlin, who's fearless, outgoing,
and loves all animals as well as the ocean, lives in California. What they
have in common is that they are both twelve years old, and are both being
raised by single, gay dads.When their dads fall in love, Bett and Avery are
sent, against their will, to the same sleepaway camp. Their dads hope that
they will find common ground and become friends--and possibly, one day,
even sisters.But things soon go off the rails for the girls (and for their dads
too), and they find themselves on a summer adventure that neither of them
could have predicted. Now that they can't imagine life without each other,
will the two girls (who sometimes call themselves Night Owl and Dogfish)
figure out a way to be a family?

We're Not from Here by Geoff Rodkey
The first time I heard about Planet Choom, we'd been on Mars for almost a
year. But life on the Mars station was grim, and since Earth was no longer
an option (we may have blown it up), it was time to find a new home.That's
how we ended up on Choom with the Zhuri. They're very smart. They also
look like giant mosquitos. But that's not why it's so hard to live here. There's
a lot that the Zhuri don't like: singing (just ask my sister, Ila), comedy (one
joke got me sent to the principal's office), or any kind of emotion. The
biggest problem, though? The Zhuri don't like us. And if humankind is going
to survive, it's up to my family to change their minds. No pressure.
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The Whispers by Greg Howard
Eleven-year-old Riley believes in the whispers, magical fairies that will grant
you wishes if you leave them tributes. Riley has a lot of wishes. He wishes
bullies at school would stop picking on him. He wishes Dylan, his 8th grade
crush, liked him, and Riley wishes he would stop wetting the bed. But most
of all, Riley wishes for his mom to come back home. She disappeared a few
months ago, and Riley is determined to crack the case. He even meets with
a detective, Frank, to go over his witness statement time and time
again.Frustrated with the lack of progress in the investigation, Riley decides
to take matters into his own hands. So he goes on a camping trip with his
friend Gary to find the whispers and ask them to bring his mom back home.
But Riley doesn't realize the trip will shake the foundation of everything that
he believes in forever.


