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L e t ’ s  t aL k
. Melissa Sweet used photographs, direct quotes, and images of real objects to bring Some Writer! to life. 
Which of these things helped you understand who E.B. White was as a child and as an adult? 

. Melissa chose E.B. White as the subject of a biography because he’s “some writer.” Who would you choose, 
and why?

. What were E.B. White’s two nicknames? When did people switch from calling him the first nickname to 
the second nickname?

. When En turned 12 years old, he received a letter from his father, who wrote, “When you are fretted by the 
small things of life remember...to look up and out on the great things of life and beholding them say - surely 
they are all mine.” What do you think his father meant by that?

. En wrote in a journal every day for over twenty years. What else can you write in a journal besides the 
day’s events?

. E.B White used anthropomorphism (assigning a human trait to an animal or object) in many of his stories. 
What do you think of using animals as characters who talk? Can you think of any other books or stories that 
use this method to tell a story? What are some benefits to using this technique?

. Sometimes it’s easy to forget that writers write more than books! Andy wrote in at least ten different 
forms of writing (letter, essay, etc.). As a class, can you come up with all ten? Brainstorm! 

. In The Elements of Style, White & Strunk included a rule on exclamation points: “Do not attempt to empha-
size simple statements by using a mark of exclamation.” Do you think this is a good rule? As a class, discuss 
when you think exclamation points should and shouldn’t be used. Scour Some Writer! with the eye of an 
editor - can you spot any “unnecessary” exclamation points?

. Professor Burr at Cornell University opened up Andy’s mind to how important it was to live with the 
freedom to express ideas. Why do you think it’s important to have that freedom? Do you feel you have that 
freedom? 

some writer!
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