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Activities, tools £y resources for learning with this book!

book guide

Meet Anna Crowley Redding

Before diving into the deep end of writing for children and
young adults, Anna Crowley Redding'’s first career was as an
Emmy-award winning investigative television reporter, anchor,
and journalist. She is the recipient of multiple Edward R.
Murrow awards and was recognized by the Associated Press
for her reporting. Anna now focuses her stealthy detective
skills on digging up great stories for young readers — which,
as it turns out, is her true passion. Anna’s work is published in
three languages. Two of her books have been named BEST
STEM BOOKS by the National Science Teachers Association
(NSTA)!

Learn more about Anna ONLINE.

Read more from Anna:
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https://annacrowleyredding.com/
http://www.islandreadersandwriters.org
https://islandreadersandwriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Redding_CourageLikeKate_EMBG-1.pdf
https://islandreadersandwriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Redding_ChowderRules_EMBG.pdf
https://islandreadersandwriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Redding_DeclarationofIndependence_EMBG.pdf
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LET’S BEGIN!
Before reading the book...

Use the Visual Thinking Strategy (VTS) questions below to orient readers,
and to help guide a group discussion. Begin by taking a quiet moment
to look closely at the book jacket, allowing time for observation and
contemplation of the images.

e What is going on in this picture?
e What do you see that makes you say that? (provide evidence)
e  What more can we find?

Watch this VIDEO for a quick VTS demo

HAVE QUESTIONS?
Please contact Alison Johnson at Island Readers & Writers,

207-460-6828 or ajohnson@islandreadersandwriters.org.

YOUR MISSION!

It's time to put on your detective hat and accept the mission!
Readers will investigate five historical disasters by sifting
through and analyzing important clues and facts files,
conduct at-home science experiments, all while reading
riveting eyewitness accounts and asking yourself the
following questions...

What is happening and why?

Is it survivable, If so, how?

What would you do in the same situation?

STANDARDS

Covered throughout this
Explore More Book Guide:

SL.1. Prepare for and
participate in conversations
across a range of topics,
types, and forums, building
on others’ ideas and
expressing their own.

SL.2. Integrate and evaluate
information presented in
diverse media and formats,
including point of view,
reasoning, and use of
evidence and rhetoric.

SL.3 Present information
and supporting evidence
appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience
so listeners can follow
the line of reasoning and
incorporate multimedia
when appropriate.

R.4. Read various texts
closely to determine

what each text explicitly
says and to make logical
inferences; cite specific
textual evidence to support
conclusions drawn from the
texts.

R.5 Provide an accurate
summary of various texts;
determine the central
idea(s) or theme(s) and
analyze its development
throughout each text.

R.6. Analyze how and why
individuals, events, and
ideas develop and interact
over the course of a text.

R.8 Analyze the structure
of various texts, including
how the features and
components relate to each
other and the whole.

R.9. Assess how
perspective or purpose
shapes the content and
style of various texts.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z7hePP0mgGk
mailto:ajohnson%40islandreadersandwriters.org?subject=

LET’S TALK!
Discussion Questions

THE GREAT CHICAGO FIRE

Do you think it was fair to blame Catherine O’Leary for the fire?
What do you think could have been the cause of the fire?

Anna Elizabeth Hudlin helped many people after the fire by sharing her house and food. Do you
think her sacrifice was important and how would you thank her if you had been one of the people

she helped?

Writing Extension: Write a thank you note to someone who has helped you.

Do you think it was worthwhile for the governments to keep quiet about the dangers this flu posed?
How were the events that happened in 1917 different or the same as the Covid outbreak of 20207

Edna Boone worked hard to help her mother care for the sick people in their town.
What were some of the things they did to protect themselves from getting the flu?
Why do you think these precautions worked?

TITANIC: SHIP OF DOOM

Frankie makes friends aboard the Titanic and they run all over the ship exploring.
If you were there, what places aboard the ship would you most likely want to check out? Why?

So many things went wrong on this voyage that were mostly human mistakes. When the radio
operator got the message about the ship Californian, why did the operator react the way he did?
Do you think it would have made a difference if he had listened to that message?
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THE BOSTON MOLASSES FLOOD

How do you think Antonio felt when he had to be a witness at the trial against the company that
built the tank?

How would you feel in a similar situation?

Do you think the judge was right in his decision?

>
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THE HINDENBURG

Werner felt lucky to get the job on the Hindenburg.
Do you think he was lucky? Why or why not?

How could things have gone differently in all of these
situations?

All these disasters happened in the past. Look closely at what was done to prevent
them from happening again (The Impact!), and discuss if these improvements worked
to keep people and property safer.

LET’S CREATE!
Book-Inspired Art

Complete the activities in the Fact File Experiments:

Does Fire Need Oxygen? p. 23

Make your own “Fact File".
How Do Germs Spread p. 107 Write facts about a subject you find

interesting on index cards. Put them on

a key ring for sharing and referencing.

How Do You Clean Ooey-Gooey Mess? p. 146

Iceberg Science p. 51

Zap! Can Friction Create a Spark? p. 171




Make a map and mark where all of these disasters happened. Which location is closest to Maine?

Use the eyewitness pop out to describe a natural disaster you may have experienced.

EYEWITNESS

Redesign the cover of Danger Files. Take a look at how
Beals Elementary students created their own book covers
for Hide and Don’t Seek by Anica Mrose Rissi.

—

Back Matter:

information to broaden

LET’S DIVE DEEPER!

Explore More learning particularly

in nonfiction books.

1. Read the Back Matter! . .
This can include,

an index, glossary,

2. Explore the TITANIC TRAGEDY IN HALIFAX, NOVA
SCOTIA

historical information,

author and illustrator

3. SPANISH FLU 1918

information and other

items.

4. Images of the BOSTON MOLASSES FLOOD

5. Research each time period, find fashions, foods, games that
were popular at the time of each tragedy.


https://www.your-nova-scotia-holiday.com/titanic.html
https://www.worldhistory.org/1918_Flu_Pandemic/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22244257386&gbraid=0AAAAAoULJ026SrFNPWBOw-IsgPl85JFKA&gclid=Cj0KCQiAxonKBhC1ARIsAIHq_lso-dBBbSeTQqDTf_9SiMyqWr4YrY9RhKLDigd7tuZZ7SgIVS9TXLkaAocEEALw_wcB
https://www.google.com/search?q=boston+molasses+flood+images&sca_esv=8c6b6505ed11823e&ei=tBhDadQ01K2Isw-AwIJw&ved=0ahUKEwjU3sL9wMWRAxXUFmIAHQCgAA4Q4dUDCBE&uact=5&oq=boston+molasses+flood+images&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiHGJvc3RvbiBtb2xhc3NlcyBmbG9vZCBpbWFnZXMyBRAAGIAEMggQABiABBiiBDIIEAAYgAQYogQyCBAAGIAEGKIEMggQABiABBiiBEjtFFDxA1iAEnABeACQAQCYAXegAYQGqgEDNy4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIIoALkBcICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QABiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgIOEAAYsAMY5AIY1gTYAQHCAhMQLhiABBiwAxhDGMgDGIoF2AEBwgIZEC4YgAQYsAMY0QMYQxjHARjIAxiKBdgBAcICCxAAGIAEGJECGIoFwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigXCAggQABiiBBiJBZgDAIgGAZAGE7oGBggBEAEYCZIHAzQuNKAHoTeyBwMzLjS4B90FwgcDMi04yAckgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
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LET’S READ MORE!
Text to Text Connections

he e Hork irmes Best Selinng Series

THE STORY OF = What Were

TM‘AN!

FOR CHILDREN

book guide

Animals That Time Forgot

KIMBERLY RIDLEY

book guide


https://islandreadersandwriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Rissi_HideDontSeek_EMBG.pdf
https://islandreadersandwriters.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Ridley_ExtremeSurvivors_EMBG.pdf



